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SPEECH TO EXAMINE ROLE OF M ILITARY 
MISSOULA -
Retired Lt. General Gordon Sumner, a nationally recognized speaker and author, will 
give a speech titled “The Role of our Military in our National Security” Thursday, March 31, 
at The University of Montana.
The event starts at 7 p.m. in the UM law school’s Castles Center, and a free reception 
in Sumner’s honor will follow.
His visit will be hosted by the Federalist Society for Law and Public Policy Studies, a 
group of conservatives and libertarians interested in the current state of the legal order. It was 
founded on the principles that the state exists to preserve freedom, that the separation of 
governmental powers is center to our Constitution and that the judiciary should say what the 
law is, not what it should be.
A highly decorated soldier, Sumner directed combat operations in both Korea and 
Vietnam. He then served various high-level staff assignments in Washington, D.C., including 
director of the Middle East Task Group during the 1973 Arab-Israeli War.
In August 1975 he was promoted to lieutenant general and named chair of the Inter- 
American Defense Board, which allowed him to work directly with the heads of state of all 
nations in the Western Hemisphere. He retired from active duty in 1978.
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Sumner recently published “Marching On: A General’s Tale of War and Diplomacy. 
He also has developed three corporations ~  Cypress International, Sumner Associates and 
LaMancha Co. -  and he and his wife, Frances Fernandes, are currently active in global 
business development, concentrating particularly in emerging economies.
For more information, call UM law student Kent Bailey at (406) 327-8871.
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